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Urban  District  of  Dodworth. 


U — • - ===== 

DODWORTH, 

March,  1915. 

Gentlemen, — 

I think  that  just  now  the  most  important  feature 
in  the  politics  of  Dodworth  is  the  Housing  Question. 
In  fact,  this  question  has  come  very  much  to  the  front 
in  the  last  few  years  in  nearly  every  village  and  town 
in  England.  The  Local  Government  Board  is  bent  on 
improving  the  condition  of  the  houses  of  the  working 
classes,  and  so  improve  their  health,  brighten  their 
lives,  diminish  infant  mortality,  and  increase  the  number 
and  well-being  of  the  population.  The  Birth  Rate  is 
steadily  diminishing  year  by  year,  and  the  Government 
are  endeavouring  to  counteract  the  loss  by  increasing 
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the  average  length  of  life  and  diminishing  the  Death 
Rate.  The  enforcement  of  the  Notification  of  Birth 
Act  and  the  appointment  of  visiting  nurses  have  also 
the  object  of  reducing  infant  mortality.  Much  is  being 
done  to  improve  housing  throughout  the  country,  and 
the  Local  Government  Board  insists  that  we  shall  keep 
pace  with  their  efforts.  Last  year  (1914)  they  sent 
down  a Housing  Inspector,  who  examined  with  us 
many  houses  in  Dodworth  and  Gilroyd.  He  found 
several  cases  of  over-crowding.  The  minimum  space 
allowed  in  bedrooms  is  300  cubic  feet  to  each  adult,  and 
150  cubic  feet  to  each  child.  Some  bedrooms  were 
found  with  only  210  cubic  feet  to  each  occupier. 

Deficient  air  space  materially  increases  mortality, 
especially  amongst  children.  It  has  been  proved  that 
in  one-roomed  houses,  as  compared  with  five-roomed 
houses,  the  mortality  of  children  under  five  was  in- 
creased four-fold. 

In  Dodworth  there  are  a number  of  houses  each 
with  a bedroom  which  is  entered  by  two  or  three  steps 
down  from  the  upstairs  landing,  and  which  is  directly 
under  the  roof,  without  under- drawing.  The  roof  slopes 
low  to  the  window,  which  is  small  and  near  the  floor, 
and  usually  gives  little  light  and  insufficient  ventilation. 
These  bedrooms  are  nearly  always  deficient  in  air  space 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  persons  occupying  them, 
and  the  Local  Government  Board  Inspector  recommends 
that  they  should  be  condemned. 

In  Gilroyd  are  twelve  back-to-back  houses.  He 
orders  that  these  be  made  into  through  houses. 
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Also,  he  thinks  we  ought  to  build  new  houses.  It 
is  difficult  to  say  how  many  additional  houses  would 
adequately  relieve  the  congestion.  It  is  certain  that 
many  people  desire  houses  in  Dodworth  who  cannot 
obtain  them,  although  not  a few  workers  in  Dodworth 
live  in  Barnsley  from  preference. 

We  are  completing  for  permanent  record  a list  of 
houses  in  Dodworth  and  Gilroyd,  reporting  in  several 
instances  bedroom  measurements,  sanitary  conditions,  &c. 

Below  is  a statement  of  work  already  done  in  1914 — 

Houses  Visited — 305. 

Number  Unfit  for  Habitation — nil. 

Representations  to  obtain  Closing  Orders — nil. 

Closing  Orders  made — nil. 

Number  of  Defects  found — 79. 

Number  Remedied — Notices  sent  out,  none  yet  com- 
plied with. 

Character  of  Defects — Insufficient  Light  and  Ventilation, 
and  Dampness. 

New  Housing  Bye-Laws  are  under  consideration 
and  preparation  by  the  Council. 

B1HTH3  AND  DEATHS. 

The  census  of  1911  records  a population  of  3,284. 
Since  then  14  New  Houses  have  been  built,  and  5 
houses  have  been  closed.  Taking  4'8  as  the  average 
number  of  inhabitants  per  house,  we  have  to  add  43  to 
the  population  of  1911,  which  gives  us  3,327  as  the 
population  for  1914. 
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The  number  of  Deaths  of  Dodworth  residents  was 
56.  The  rate  per  1,000  living  residents  is  16  8. 

The  number  of  Births  was  105,  a Birth  Rate  of  3T6 
per  1,000  population. 

The  number  of  Deaths  under  one  year  is  15.  The 
infantile  death  rate  per  1,000  births  is  142  85. 

Out  of  the  56  total  deaths,  6 died  of  Measles, 
1 Scarlet  Fever,  1 Whooping  Cough,  1 Diphtheria, 
6 Heart  Disease,  9 Bronchitis.  Nine  persons  died  aged 
over  65. 

Of  Babies  dying  under  1 year  of  age,  1 died  of 
Measles,  2 Whooping  Cough,  4 Bronchitis,  1 Diarrhoea, 
1 Injury  during  Birth,  1 Diseased  Heart,  1 Premature 
Birth,  2 Debility. 

The  Infantile  Death  Rate  is  high,  but  I hope  that 
the  very  effective  work  of  our  Visiting  Nurse  will  bring 
about  a speedy  improvement.  Frequently  a child  suffers 
not  only  from  the  ignorance  of  the  young  mother,  but 
also  from  the  carelessness  of  the  experienced  mother. 
Neglect  predisposes  to  and  causes  many  of  the  fatal 
diseases  of  infants,  such  as  wasting,  diarrhoea,  bronchitis, 
and  increases  their  severity  when  contracted.  I have 
frequently  noted  a marked  improvement  in  the  condition 
and  surroundings  of  children  due  to  the  Nurse’s  visits — 
many  of  whom  I could  name. 


5 


Deaths. 

Bird 

1896 

89 

- 

1899 

36 

1900 

51 

1900 

106 

1901 

52 

1901 

129 

1902 

61 

1902 

129 

1903 

66 

1903 

117 

1904 

62 

1904 

146 

1905 

52 

1905 

111 

1906 

55 

1906 

108 

1907 

51 

1907 

128 

1908 

47 

1908 

116 

1909 

46 

1909 

122 

1910 

48 

1910 

103 

1911 

73 

1911 

103 

1912 

44 

1912 

102 

1913 

39 

1913 

102 

1914 

56 

1914 

105 

Infantile  Deaths. 
Dodworth.  England  & Wales. 


1896 

295-77 

. . . 

148 

1901 

170 

151 

1902 

147 

133 

1903 

213 

132 

1904 

130 

145 

1905 

162 

128 

1906 

157 

116 

1907 

125 

118 

1908 

129 

120 

1909 

91 

109 

1910 

165 

106 

1911 

145 

130 

1912 

98 

— 

1913 

108 

• • • 

— 

1914 

143 

104 

PHTHISIS  (Deaths). 

1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 

2 ...  1 ...  6 ...  2 ...  3 ...  4 ...  1 ...  3 ...  1 

1910  1911  1912  1913  1914 

2 ...  1 ...  1 ...  2 ...  2 


The  Death  and  Birth  Rates  for  145  smaller  towns 
in  England  and  Wales  in  1 9 1 4 were  : — 

General  Death  Rate  ...  12-9 

Infantile  ,,  ...  104 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  23  9 


Infectious  Diseases. 


Oph. 


Sc.  F. 

Diph. 

Ent.  F. 

Ervs. 

■j 

Puerp.  F. 

1900 

8 ... 

— 

1 ... 

1 ... 

— . . . 

10 

1901 

6 ... 

— . . . 

5 ... 

6 ... 

1 ... 

21 

1902 

...  18  ... 

2 ... 

1 ... 

7 ... 

— 

28 

1903 

9 ... 

6 ... 

5 ... 

2 

2 ... 

24 

1904 

...  104  ... 

8 ... 

2 ... 

4 ... 

— . . . 

118 

1905 

...  28  ... 

34  ... 

3 ... 

4 ... 

— . . . 

69 

1906 

...  46  ... 

16  ... 

1 ... 

1 ... 

1 ... 

65 

1907 

6 ... 

2 ... 

— - . . . 

1 ... 

- — - . . . 

9 

1908 

...  18  ... 

2 ... 

2 ... 

4 ... 

— . . . 

26 

1909 

9 ... 

2 ... 

6 ... 

1 ... 

— . . . 

18 

1910 

7 ... 

22  ... 

1 ... 

■i 

i ... 

— . . . 

31 

191 1 

...  62  ... 

17  ... 

2 ... 

4 ... 

— . . . 

85 

1912 

...  11  ... 

1 1 ... 

— . . . 

3 ... 

— . . . 

25 

1913 

...  32  ... 

6 ... 

— . . . 

— . . . 

— . . . 

38 

1914 

...  59  ... 

4 ... 

1 ... 

3 ... 

— 

5, 

of. 
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Thirteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  sent  to  the 
Hospital,  also  2 cases  of  Diphtheria. 


The  Schools  were  closed  for  several  weeks  in  April 
and  May  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
Measles,  and  Whooping  Cough. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILK  SHOPS 

Have  all  been  inspected,  and  have  been  found  satis- 
factory. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  samples  are  regularly  taken  in  Dodworth  by 
Barnsley  Inspector. 

SCAVENGING 

Is  done  by  the  Council  workmen,  and  the  refuse  is 
tipped  into  a hollow  in  a field  at  the  bottom  of  Jermyn 
Croft.  The  night  soil  is  carted  away  by  farmers  at 
their  own  expense. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  (6  in  Number) 

Have  been  found  in  good  order. 

SCHOOLS 

Have  been  visited.  The  only  defect  found  was  at  the 
National  School,  The  closets  are  ash  closets,  and 
some  were  not  in  working  order.  This  type  of  closet, 
l think,  is  unsuitable  for  a school.  Water  closets  are 
much  to  be  preferred. 

BAKEHOUSES 

There  is  only  one  in  Dodworth.  It  is  frequently 
white-washed. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  &c. 

Have  been  found  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Our  Sewerage  is  efficient.  No  complaints  of  bad 
smells  have  been  received  by  us  since  the  erection  of  a 
number  of  ventilating  shafts  some  few  years  ago. 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  pollution  has  been  noted  recently. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

From  Midhope  and  Ingbirchworth  Reservoirs,  and  is 
constant,  and  quality  is  good. 

CLOSETS. 

Privies,  221. 

Pail  Closets,  1. 

Water  Closets,  39. 

Waste  Water  Closets,  49. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR  S REPORT. 

Nuisance  Inspections. 

Total  Number  made  in  1914 — A^lany 
Informal  Notices  Served— 11 
Complied  with — 10 
Statutory  Notices  Served — 

No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1913 — 3 
,,  at  close  of  1914 — 1 

,,  reported  in  1914 — 20 

,,  abated  in  1914 — 19 

Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings — None 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

ARTHUR  E.  WHITE. 


